The Story of British Diplomacy
was that it bore the signs of Aberdeen's inspiration, Palmerston thought or said so. It all, however, arose out of the queen's Irish worries. If Italy were to be helped to independence, on what principle could Irish subjection to England be defended ?
With the antagonism thus developed between the Foreign Office and the palace there may be compared the mutual relations of the Foreign Minister and his political opponents or allies. The queen's description, in 1848, of Palmerston's international correspondence was ''bitter as gall and doing great harm/' A few years earlier Palmerston, with great personal success, had made a diplomatic tour through Continental capitals. Referring to this in 1845, Disraeli, in what Palmerston described as an interesting and courteous letter, told the Foreign Minister that, had he paid a later visit to Paris, he would have cured the French of their distrust of him and would have made them his friends. Without leaving England, Palmerston, by his Parliamentary defence under Lord Stanley's attacks during Sir Robert Peel's ministry, had contrived to correct many foreign misconceptions about himself, in 1845. The charge against him was that by having pursued a policy of restless interference with the business of the world he had left a heritage of anxiety to his successor. In reply he pointed to three occasions during a decade on which he had avoided the only real danger of war that had arisen. In 1830, Austria, Prussia and Russia were actually preparing to attack France. Palmerston, as Lord Grey's Foreign Minister, prevented a European war. To the same period belonged the Anglo-French Convention for delivering Antwerp
to Belgium;   this averted a European disturbance.
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